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The Garden Clubs of Mississippi is full of interesting members
with interesting lives. If you know of an interesting person or
event with ties to GCM, please let President Young know. If
your club is hosting a fundraiser, Blue Star Memorial
dedication, or other worthy event, we want to get the word
out.
Don’t forget our website: gardenclubsofmississippi.com
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President’s Message:
The long, hot, dry summer will soon be only a memory
as we turn our thoughts to garden club activities. By the
time of this publication you will have booked program
presenters, found meeting hosts, and scheduled projects
for your clubs for the coming months. My hope is that
the new “President’s Notebook” has helped club
presidents in even the smallest way!! Don’t forget the fall
district meetings throughout the state in October. I look
forward to seeing all of you at the meetings!
Much has happened since the last newsletter. After many of us enjoyed and helped host the
Deep South Garden Club convention in Natchez in March, we travelled to Brandon in April for
some “Rockin’ at the Quarry”, and we did rock!! Brandon Garden Club hosted an outstanding
state convention with stunning tables and centerpieces, an outstanding design banquet
presenter, informative workshops, wonderful meals, and unique and interesting tours. Well
done, Brandon Garden Club. (See photos in this issue.)
Nine GCM members represented our state organization at the National Garden Club convention
in Orlando in May. A highlight was the national flower show titled “Plant America – Play
Outdoors”, (Mississippi winners are listed in this newsletter.) I was privileged to represent all of
you as your state president at several convention meetings.
We have received permission to install a Blue Star Memorial on the grounds of the Sonny
Montgomery Center for America’s Veterans on the campus of Mississippi State University. The
Center’s director Brian Locke has also given us permission to use the bricks we were going to
install as edging to the front sidewalk at our past state headquarters in Greenwood. The GCM
board felt that this was the best way to give the bricks exposure after we sold the headquarters.
The dedication ceremony is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on Oct. 18 during our fall board meeting.
(More information about Blue Star and Gold Star dedications is in this issue.)
Don’t forget we are still taking suggestions for the special project we want to pursue to give major
exposure to The Garden Clubs of Mississippi. Please email any suggestions to Ann Godwin at
abgodwin@comcast.com.
When reading this newsletter, you will find that GCM members have been busy Making Things
Happen and have also scheduled many things to Make Happen in the coming months. The GCM
website, gardenclubsofmississippi.com has forms and information about all events.
We have many opportunities to gather in the coming year – blue star dedications, a flower show
judges symposium, and a flower show judges school, district meetings, board meetings, and
conventions. Our state organization flourishes because of the dedication of each member. I am
thankful for each of our board members, for each of our local club presidents, and for each
individual club member. Individually and collectively you all “Make Things Happen!”
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It’s Awards Time!!!

-Number of garden club members
that participated. Don’t just say
members, give a number or percent!
-Before and after photos
-Explain how the project was funded
-Note other groups who might have
aided in the project and/or people
benefitted from your efforts
You may contact the specific chairman
associated with your award application or
members of the Awards Committee for
questions.
Flower Show Awards Update:
Please note that two Flower Show Awards
have had name changes to honor two of our
most admired and helpful members.
State No. 56-Melanie S. Gousset Small
Standard Flower Show Award
State Award Gay L. Austin HSS-Horticulture
Specialty Flower Show
We are so grateful to members such as these
two who are always willing to help and guide
members throughout the state.

The current Awards Listing information is
available in the upcoming MS Gardener and
on the GCM website as is the current award
application form. Please refer to these
before and during your application process.
Below are a few reminders and tips:
● Use the most current Award Application
Form noting that this form is not to be used
as an additional page of award information.
It is a cover sheet only.
● DSGC and NGC will only accept electronic
submissions for awards. It is crucial that you
submit your application electronically to be
able to go on to a higher level if applicable.
Make sure you ask for confirmation that it
was received and mail a paper copy to the
chairman as a courtesy.
● Apply timely. Most awards are due to the
proper chairman by December 1. Exceptions
are so noted in the Awards Listing.
● Involve as many groups as possible-Boy
Scouts, City Employees, Civic Groups, Church
members etc.
● Start early on your application, complete
the Application Form as soon as the project
is completed.
● Some projects may be eligible for more
than one award; the same exact award
application cannot be submitted for more
than one award.
● Items to include in award applications:
-Pictures of garden club members
doing the work. Not just posed
pictures
-Newspaper articles are a plus
-Thank you notes or letters of
appreciation are definitely a plus

Shhhh – Don’t Tell Anyone
If you read this newsletter and are
reading this snippet, you have an
opportunity to prove you read it.
When you register for your district
meeting, just draw in a simple smiley face
by your name on the registration form.
The host club will keep a list of each
name that has a smiley face by it, and we
will announce them at the meeting–
maybe recognize the club with the most
smiley faces.
But this won’t work if you just tell people
to put the smiley face. They must read
the newsletter to know about it. So –
shhhh!!
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Don’tell anyone!

An Ongoing GCM Project: The Cutting Garden at the
Governor’s Mansion
The Garden Clubs of Mississippi has been a part of the gardens at the Mississippi Governor’s
Mansion in Jackson since 1975, when the organization funded a stone fountain in the newly
installed garden. The mansion had just undergone a
major restoration/renovation, and the garden was
styled to match the Greek Revival architecture of the
Mansion.
The garden featured mainly roses until 2013, when

The fountain plaque in place since 1975

Frances Morse, a member of The Garden Clubs of
Mississippi and The Garden Club of Jackson, asked the
state organization to make the garden a state project

The fluted columns of the fountain
echo the fluted columns on the
Mansion’s front portico.

with clubs to giving donations to plant
and maintain a cutting garden on the
mansion grounds.
Since that time, GCM has donated funds
for the cutting garden, and members of
The Garden Club of Jackson have
continued to receive permission to
maintain the garden. Club members
regularly plant, weed and fertilize the
beds.
Currently, local club members Carmel
Lopez-Lampton and Cheryl Welch head
The cutting garden
up garden maintenance.
GCM donations for the garden have accumulated over time, and Garden Club members have
used them recently to order a custom-made wrought-iron trellis for the roses on the garden wall.
GCM members can take pride in their contributions and hard work for this worthy project.
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2022 Summer Camp for Horticulture & Landscape

Architecture
The smiles on the faces of these camp attendees serve as testimony to their enjoyment of the
Horticulture Summer Camp held on the campus of Mississippi State University last June. Their
instructors were the best the state has to offer in the field of landsacape architecture,
floriculture, floral design, nursery management, turf, vegetable production and fruit production.
The cost is $175 per attendee, and scholrships are available through GCM, who is the main
sponsor of the camp. Clubs are encouraged to start their search now for a student between 15
and 17 years old for the next camp, June 11 – 14, 2023.

Scholarships and Grants
Scholarships

Grants

Another project GCM members can take
pride in is the 4 scholarships the GCM offers
to Mississippi State University students,
each for $2500. They are the Edward C.
Marin Jr. Annual Scholarship in landscape
architecture, the Lester A. Estes Jr. Annual
Scholarship in horticulture, the Imofene C.
Triplett Annual Scholarship in forestry, and
the newly funded Freda W. Harrison Annual
Scholarship for a graduate student in any of
the aove disciplines. Chairman Ann Chiles
works tirelessly to make sure they are
awarded.
GCM will honor the four current scholarship
recipients with a dinner Oct. 18 at Harvey’s
Restaurant in Starkville.

GCM also offers 6 matching grants to clubs
to help fund worthy projects.
Grant
opportunities include the GCM Garden
Therapy Grant, the GCM Landscape Grant
for Economically Challenged , the GCM
Natural Disasters Grant, the GCM Nature
Grant, the GCM Plant America Community
Project Grant, and the GCM Wildflower
Project Grant.
All grant applications are due to respective
chairmen by Jan 31, with the winners
announced Feb. 15. All applications are
available
on
the
GCM
website,
gardenclubsofmississippi.com. Don’t miss
this opportunity to secure funds for your
club’s community projects.
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National Convention Highlights

GCM members traveling to Orlando, FL for the national convention last May
included (l. to r.) Melinda Causey, Rhonda Rosetti, May Hall, Gay Austin, Pat
Young, Debby Cooper, Debby Rutledge, Carol Bullard and Paula Grayson.

Debby Cooper (left) and Carol Bullard
(right) received certificates from NGC
President Mary Warshauer thanking
them for co-chairing the NGC Flower
Show.

The Garden Clubs of
Mississippi was well represented
at
the
NGC
convention in Orlando. As
Immediate Past NNational
Grden Clubs President, Gay
Austin continues in positions
of authority at the national
lever. Debby Cooper and
Carol Bullard were cochairmen of the national
flower show titled”Plant
America-Play
Outdoors.”
Eight of the nine GCM
members attending the
convention participated in
the show by entering
designs, cerking or judging.
GCM members bringing
home top awards included:
Paul Grayson - blue ribbon,
May Hall - blue ribbon,
Debby Cooper - Blue ribbon;
Carol Bullard - Tri-color
award, and Paula Howard-

President’s Award.
Attendees enjoyed interesting workshops, a design banquet, and an
extremely large and ;lovely pool at the hotel.
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NGC President Mary
Warshauer presented Past
President Gay Austin a
certificate honoring her
for her term as national
president.

NGC President Warshauer
presents GCM President
Pat Young her NGC Board
of Directors Certificate.

Blue Star and Gold Star Memorials Are Happening!
Garden Clubs and others across the state are ordering, installing, and dedicating Blue Star and
Gold Star Memorials in the coming months. Although the Blue Star program is a National Garden
Clubs program, other organizations throughout Mississippi have asked to install memorials.
Donations from clubs across Mississippi were used to purchase a Blue Star Memorial which will
be installed on the grounds of the Sonny Montgomery Center for America’s Veterans on the
campus of Mississippi State University. This will be the first memorial installed on a college
campus. Details of the dedication are below. GCM Blue Star Chairman Nancy Moore has worked
with clubs and organizations to purchase the Memorials.
Also, the Blue Star Marker from the GCM headquarters was moved, re-installed and dedicated
at The Museum of the Mississippi Delta in Greenwood.
Below are some of the upcoming dedications.

Tylertown

Iuka

Tylertown will dedicate a Blue Star
Memorial Nov. 11, 2022, at 10:00 am.
Tylertown does not have a garden club,
and the Memorial was purchased by the
Walthall County Board of Supervisors and
Walthall American Legion Post 56.
Tylertown is said to have the highest
percentage of veterans of any city in the
nation.

Iuka will dedicate a Blue Star Memorial
and a Gold Star Memorial Nov. 11, 2022,
at 7:00 pm. Iuka does not have a garden
club. The Blue Star Memorial was
purchased by the city of Iuka and the
Rotary Club. The Gold Star Memorial was
purchased by The Boy Scouts of America
Iuka Troop #26.

Mississippi State Campus
A Blue Star Memorial will be installed on the MSU campus at The Veteran’s Center on
Tuesday, Ocet. 18 at 1:00 pm. GCM State Officers , GCM Blue Star Chairman Nancy Moore
and NGC Blue Star Chairman Candace Wells, along with MSU officials, will participate in the
dedication. The engraved bricks originally intended for the front sidewalk at the GCM
Headquarters, will be used for the walkway around the monument.
The Blue Star
Marker at GCM
Headquarters was
moved to The
Museum of the
MS Delta in
Greenwood and
rededicated last
May. Local
veterans proudly
attended the
dedication and
enjoyed the
reception.
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“Rockin’ at the Quarry” in Brandon Last May

Brandon Garden Club staged
an outstanding convention
highlighted by interesting
tours, great workshops,
beautiful table settings,
delicious meals, welcoming
hospitality, and local male
dignitaries as servers for one
meal!
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…….More Rockin’ at the Quarry

Brandon Garden Club members wore their signature red
aprons and were always ready to help with a smile.
Additional photos of events at the convention can be
found on the GCM website, gardenclubsofmississippi.com.
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Membership Moment
(or two!)
Does your club have FUN? That's one of
the easiest things to keep members
engaged. It's also a wonderful way for
members to become more acquainted
with each other. Friendships form and
last for many years. Who doesn't want a
new friend?

****
Does your club take field trips? At least
once a year take a field trip somewhere
new. It can be a gardening seminar, a
picnic, a day trip to a garden, or the zoo.
The more you do together the more
engaged your members are.

2023 Calendars Available

****
Do you publicize your club meetings on
social media? Do you announce events
on the local television station? What are
some other creative outlets to let the
community know about your club? Some
clubs have special events to help their
communities which bring about publicity
for your club and makes others want to
join.

Books Chairman Celia Williamson will have
Vision of Beauty calendars for purchase at
the upcoming Fall District Meetings. GCM is
again represented in the calendar. It will
mark the 14th design in the calendar by GCM
member Amye Kelly. Members can reserve
a copy before the meetings by contacting
Celia at gooddaygourmet.cw@aol.com. The
calendars will sell for $10.00 each – a great
price for a hostess gift or stocking stuffer.
Ways and Means Chairman Dotsy Fitts will
have many new items on her sales table,
including custom-designed visors with GCM
labeling on them.
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****
Can you develop a club brochure that
highlights club goals, community
outreach projects, club activities, meeting
and contact information? This can be
used to inform new members,
prospective members, local elected
officials and others that your garden club
is vibrant, involved and looking for
members who also want to improve the
city.

Life Memberships
Don’t forget that GCM Life Memberships are
a great way to honor a friend or garden club
member. They also make great speaker gifts
– they do not have to be a member of a
garden club. The $25.00 from each life
membership goes to support GCM
scholarships.
Contact chairman Charla
Jordan at charla11@comcast.net

Darlene Underwood
Membership Chairman
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Looking Ahead

The cost is $25.00 if postmarked by Oct. 1.
The registration form is on the GCM website,
or
you
can
register
at
www.lalc.msstate.edu/workshops/martin.

Oct. 4, 2022: River Rd. District Meeting,
Canton Garden Club, Canton
Oct. 5, 2022: Hills & Delta District Meeting,
Design Masters Study Club, Grenada
Oct. 6, 2022:Tombigbee Valley District
Meeting, Little Garden Club, Corinth
Oct. 11, 2022:Natchez Trace District
Meeting, Raymond G C, Raymond
Oct. 12, 2022: Southern Pines District
Meeting, Ellisville Garden C., Ellisville
Oct. 13, 2022: Spanish Trail District
Meeting, Richton Home & Garden Club,
Richton
Oct. 18, 2922: GCM Fall Activities/ Board
Meeting, Starkville
Oct. 18, 2022: Blue Star Memorial
Dedication, MSU campus
Oct. 18, 2022: Dinner honoring GCM
scholarship recipients
Oct. 19, 2022: 67th Edward C. Martin
Landscape Symposium, MSU campus
Nov. 7, 2022: McComb Garden Club Flower
Show “Playing at the Palace”
December 8, 2922: Greenwood Garden
Club Flower Show “Christmas in the Delta

A Word from Melinda
(As incoming GCM president, Melinda
Causey is now referred to as President
Elect. Melinda is already hard at work
planning her time as GCM president.)
Board Opportunities
Join the GCM Board for the opportunity to
work with a wonderful group of people to
support and advance our organization.
If interested in becoming a member of the
GCM board for 2023-2024, please contact
me at mgcausey@aol.com 601-527-4454
Car Tag Project
You will have the opportunity to sign up for
a GCM license plate this fall.
Please consider supporting GCM by
purchasing a GCM car tag and help get
GCM’s name out there for others to see.
Melinda Causey

67th Landscape Symposium

Schools News

The Garden Clubs of Mississippi is a proud
co-sponsor of the Edward C. Martin
Landscape Symposium, now in its 67th
consecutive year. It will be held Oct. 19 in
the Bost Auditorium on the Mississippi State
Campus from 9:00 am until noon..
The line-up of speakers is again impressive,
and on topics that are large in the world
today.
John Magee of Middleburg, VA, will speak on
incorporating natives into your landscape.
Nadine Phillips of Petal, MS, will talk about
the evolution of gardening.
Dr. Toby Gray of Starkville will speak on the
values-driven landscape.

GCM is fortunate to have members step
forward to chair the 4 schools that we
sponsor. The new chairs are:
Flower Show Schools & Symposia: Debby
Cooper, coopcooper@aol.com
Environmental: Joan Alliston
joanalliston@gmail.com, and Elaine
Thompson jimlaine@bellsouth.net
Gardening: Carol Bullard,
carol.m.bullard@gmail.com
Landscape Design: Mary Lynn Powers,
mlpowers43@gmail.com and Lynda
Dickerson, lwdickerson@bellsouth.net
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Flower Show Happenings
GCM members have two upcoming opportunities to either begin their studies to become an NGC
Accredited Flower Show Judge, or to upgrade their judging credentials by attending a Judges’
Symposium in Meridian. Brochures about both meetings are on the GCM website.
Many members were energized by the State Flower Show at the Brandon convention, “Girl
Power”. GCM is seeking to channel that enthusiasm by offering Flower Show School I. Flower
Show Schools and Symposia Chairman Debby Cooper has information below on the school.
Melinda Causey is chairing the NGC Flower Show Judges Symposium. (See below.)(
Also, two clubs have scheduled standard flower shows in the coming months.
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
FOR ALL GCM MEMBERS
GCM and the Mississippi Flower Show Judges Council is
proud to offer Flower Show School Course I free to our
membership. This school will be in Pearl, MS on March
14-16, 2023. Attendance will be limited. So, if interested
please send your contact information to
Debby Cooper at coopcooper@aol.com
Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about
Horticulture, Floral Design and Flower Show Procedure.
Attendees do not have to intend to become a Flower
Show Judge, but must take the post course exam to
qualify for free registration. The minimum score to pass
is 70. We encourage all interested members to consider
this great “free” educational opportunity

.

Debby Cooper

12

NGC Judges Symposium
The MS Flower Show Judges Council is hosting
a Judges Symposium in Meridian Nov. 1 – 2.
This will be the last opportunity for judges to
attend a symposium without the judging and
exhibiting credits that are normally required.
Mississippi’s own Gay Austin will teach
Horticulture. And well-know designer Jo
Krallman will be teaching her last symposium
before retiring.
Any interested GCM member may attend to
learn more about horticulture and design.

